
WAC 296-901-14002  Purpose.  The purpose of this section is to 
ensure that the hazards of all chemicals produced or imported are 
classified, and that information concerning the classified hazards is 
transmitted to employers and employees. The requirements of this sec-
tion are intended to be consistent with the provisions of the United 
Nations Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of 
Chemicals (GHS), Revision 3. The transmittal of information is to be 
accomplished by means of comprehensive hazard communication programs, 
which are to include container labeling and other forms of warning, 
safety data sheets and employee training.

This occupational safety and health standard is intended to ad-
dress comprehensively the issue of classifying the potential hazards 
of chemicals, and communicating information concerning hazards and ap-
propriate protective measures to employees, and to preempt any legis-
lative or regulatory enactments of a state, or political subdivision 
of a state, pertaining to this subject. Classifying the potential haz-
ards of chemicals and communicating information concerning hazards and 
appropriate protective measures to employees may include, for example, 
but is not limited to, provisions for: Developing and maintaining a 
written hazard communication program for the workplace, including 
lists of hazardous chemicals present; labeling of containers of chemi-
cals in the workplace, as well as of containers of chemicals being 
shipped to other workplaces; preparation and distribution of safety 
data sheets to employees and downstream employers; and development and 
implementation of employee training programs regarding hazards of 
chemicals and protective measures.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, 49.17.060 
and 29 C.F.R. 1910 Subpart Z. WSR 13-06-050, § 296-901-14002, filed 
3/5/13, effective 4/15/13.]
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